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the Punjab, and the Punjab Government also assumed responsi-
bility for the control of the adjoining frontier tracts. In 1901,
in consequence of the decision " that the conduct of external
relations with the tribes on the frontier should be more directly
than hitherto under the control and supervision of the Govern-
ment of India '', the whole area was taken under' the immediate
charge of the Government of India, a separate frontier province
was created, and the Punjab lost the five districts. The
geographical result is that only one district (Dera Ghazi Khan)
of the Punjab Province now extends beyond the Indus, and
indeed, one of the five districts which has become detached, viz.
Hazara district, with Abbottabad as its district headquarters,
lies on the eastern side of that river. The other four districts
of the N.W.F.P. are west of the Indus, viz. Peshawar, Kohat,
Bannu and Dera Ismail. Khan. On the north-west, beyond the
districts .themselves, lies the tribal territory, including five
political agencies, viz. North and South Waziristan, the Kurram,
the Khyber and the Malakand (the last named comprising the
Indian States of Dir, Swat and Chitral), together with certain
other tracts, the tribal control of which vests in the Deputy
Commissioners, such as the Mohmand tribe, Buner, and the
Gaduns.

Strictly speaking, the N.W.F.P consists of the five
administered districts and no more, but, owing to the fact that
the charge of the unadministered tribal tracts is also in the
hands of the Chief Commissioner (in his capacity of Agent to
the Governor-General), it is common to refer to the whole area
as though it formed the province. The technical position is
strikingly illustrated by remembering that British India stops
at the boundary of the administered area, and when one motors
along the Khyber road from Peshawar to Landi Kotal on the
Afghan frontier, one passes out of British India as soon as the
district of Peshawar is' left behind. On the other hand, the
Durand line, which was delimitated as the result of the Agree-
ment of 1893, marks the agreed boundary between the area of
British influence over the tribal tracts and the area similarly
claimed by Afghanistan. In other words, the mountainous area
which used to be regarded as, and called, " independent terri-
tory ", is, for the purposes of control, now divided by means of
the Durand line between two Sovereign Powers.

The Unadministered Area and the Khyber,
361. It is worth while to dwell on the real nature of the con-
trast between the government exercised in the five administered
districts and in the tribal tracts beyond. In the five districts,
of course, there is an organised system of civilised justice, and
the machinery for promoting law and order is represented by^a
poliqe force and other instruments for maintaining the peace.